
Twenty-seven Dominican MBA students recently returned
from an International Study Trip (IST) to Switzerland.   The
trip was split between Zurich, Lausanne, and Geneva so
students were able to see first hand the cultural differences
between the German-speaking and French-speaking regions.
Led by Dr. Chris Leeds and Dr. Admassu Bezebeh, the seven
day program was packed with seminars in international
marketing, banking, transportation, telecommunications, and
the tourism industry in Switzerland.

The MBA students who attended took the opportunity to ask
questions of international executives about the European
Union, money laundering, world trade, and international brand
marketing.  Participating companies and organizations
included Credit Suisse, the World Trade Organization, Zurich
Financial Services, Zurich Transport Authority, Orange
Telecommunications, the University of Geneva, and Lindt
Chocolate.

There was also time for the students and their families to
sightsee and learn about the history and culture of Switzerland.
On the last day, students chose side trips that ranged from
attending the Montreux Jazz Festival, taking the short ferry
ride to France, or a special group tour of the Matterhorn and
the town of Zermatt.

This was the first IST organized by the School of Business and
plans are already underway to make this a core component of
the MBA-SL and MBA-GSM programs.

An Alumni Association SpeakerÕs Event, ÒThe Business of
SwitzerlandÓ, will be held on Tuesday, July 29th at 6:30 p.m.
in the Creekside Room at Caleruega Dining Hall where four of
the MBA students will present a recap of the trip and present
highlights from some of the seminars.

The presentation will examine how companies in Switzerland
compete and do business amidst other European Nations,
while at the same time, maintaining their independence from
the European Union.

For more information on the event, call (415) 485-3280.
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Herr Uwe Sommer, Marketing Director of Lindt Chocolate,
speaks to students about brand management and

international marketing.  Below:  Students enjoy a welcome
dinner in Zurich at Restaurant Lasalle.
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The Network Link
By: Chip Witt, Chairperson, MBA Alumni Association

Well, I guess itÕs no secret that I spend my professional time working with networks and computers.  I did not say it
was interestingÉ. I said it was no secret.  ItÕs not a secret because I tend to take what I know in the world of
technology, and attempt to relate it to the things and situations around me.  Not always useful, sometimes a little
annoying, but typically amusing.  Bear with me for a bit to find out something valuable I recently discovered.

In a conversation I had with a colleague a few weeks ago, our discussion came around to the value of an individual
computer versus the value of a networked collection of computersÉa comparison that hasnÕt been truly appreciated
in business until relatively recently.  The best value is obvious.  While individual computers can serve very useful
purposes in enhancing business value, a vast network of devices leveraging each othersÕ strengths and off-setting
each othersÕ weaknesses can be a very powerful force for change.

I was reminded of this conversation when I when I was asked by a prospective student why we have embroiled
ourselves in the uphill climb towards establishing a lasting MBA Alumni Association.  One of the greatest benefits
of any association is the vast network of interconnected people it creates.  While each of us is a capable professional
within our chosen disciplines, staying interconnected with one another gives us the opportunity to benefit from each
otherÕs strengths, and learn from each otherÕs experiences.  Much like computers, in this bad economy we are all
only as good as the depth and reliability of our network links.

We continue to welcome participants at any of our Steering committee MeetingsÉ short-term or long-term, but we
desperately need everyoneÕs participation in our scheduled events.  Our next event is on Tuesday, July 29th.  We
welcome all professionals, prospective students, students, alumni, faculty, and staff to join us in hearing student
reports on the MBA Summer Trip to Switzerland.  If this type of event is of no interest to you, please contact me, or
a current member of the Steering Committee, with any suggestion for future events.

Our Steering Committee
The following folks have volunteered to get things organized. Please let
us know how weÕre doing by sending an email. The members of the
Steering Committee have appointed Chip Witt as the acting
Chairperson. Your participation would be welcome. For short or long
term commitment, whatever amount of time you can give, please
contact Chip at the email below if you are interested in joining us.

Name Program Email address
Russ Baker MBA-SL (M9) rbaker@cymbic.com
Jodeena Bentley MBA-SL (M8) jodeenab@yahoo.com
Dave Bradford MBA-GSM brad6040@yahoo.com
Young Mi Lee MBA-GSM younglee51@hotmail.com
David Leipsic MBA-SL (M4) david@tam.net
Mary O'Mara MBA-SL (M8) omara4sr@aol.com
Tracey Ruiz MBA-SL (M10) tmruiz@aol.com
Tasia Scourkes MBA-SL (M8) zoemou2002@yahoo.com
Mary-Pat Sherman MBA-SL (M10) mpspatrick@aol.com
Kathleen Simmons MBA-SL (M6) kathleen.m.simmons@ kp.org
Tineke Tellier MBA-SL (M6) tellier11@yahoo.com
Chip Witt MBA-SL (M6) chip.witt@wittzend.com
Krista Witt MBA-SL (M11) krista.witt@wittzend.com
Christine Wolter MBA-GSM cwolter01234@yahoo.com
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Doug Carlston, founder CEO and
Chairman of Broderbund Software, Inc

spoke at the first MBA Alumni SpeakerÕs
Event in April.  Over 80 Dominican

students and faculty attended the event.
SpeakerÕs Committee:

Mary Pat Sherman, Dave Bradford,
Christine Wolter, Tracey Ruiz

MBANewsFlash:
! Park Allen (M9) and wife Tinille are the proud new parents of

Delaney, a 7 lbs 4 oz baby girl, born July 11, 2003.
! Laura Hall (M9) and husband Michael are the happy parents of

baby Jacob, 7 lbs 13.4 oz.
! Don Bevins (M11) and wife happily announce the arrival of Reed

Richard Bevins, born on June 28, 2003, and weighing in at 7lbs 2oz.


