
In October 2003, the MBA Alumni Association recognized its
first anniversary. Along with bringing reflections on our
accomplishments for the year, this passing landmark inspired
the MBA Alumni Association Steering Committee to evaluate
our strengths and weaknesses and to look forward to what
steps to take to facilitate our continued growth. During the
process, our organizational focus has been sharpened, and our
name changed to The Dominican University of California
Business Association (DUCBA).

The new name was based primarily on the realization that we
needed to clarify who our organization serves.  There has been
widespread misconception, due in part to our name, that our
group only served alumni of the MBA programs.  This was in
spite of our best efforts to invite participation from current
students in both the MBA and undergraduate programs, along
with faculty, staff and the local business community.

Along the way, we found that the undergraduate organization,
Business Student Association (BSA), shared many of the same
goals as the graduate students, including networking and
continuing education.  Our name change reflects our recent
choice to join forces with BSA and to fully capitalize on the
strengths and accomplishments of both groups.

The Dominican University of California Business
AssociationÕs mission is to encourage and enable lifelong
career development by providing a forum for the exchange of
business-centered ideas, and to foster professional
relationships for business students, alumni, and the greater
Dominican community.  Our primary focus continues to be on
continuing education opportunities focused on business-related
topics (i.e. The SpeakerÕs Series), in providing networking
opportunities to enhance the career development of our
constituents, and in developing the reputation the recognition
of Dominican business programs.

The newly united Business Student Association and the MBA
Alumni Association, now known collectively as the
Dominican University of California Business Association,
looks forward to a bright future and continues to welcome
your participation and input.
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Be a part of DUCBA by sending your e-mail address
or story ideas to the editor, Tracey Ruiz, at
ducba_news_editor@wittzend.net

Next DUCBA Steering Committee Meeting:  Wednesday, January 21st, 6 p.m. in Guzman 301.

Special Interest Articles:

§ Alumni Online

§ Executive Study Trip

§ DUCBA NewsFlash

Dominican University of California Business Association

Welcome to the Dominican University
of California Business Association!

It has been an exciting year for DominicanÕs business
community, and it looks like 2004 will be even more
exciting.  In 2003, we saw the start-up of the Dominican
MBA  Alumni Association and the Business Students
Association.  Both organizations designed valuable
programs for our Dominican family and extended
community.  Now these dynamic organizations have
recognized that great synergies can be achieved by
merging into one umbrella organization, the Dominican
University of California Business Association (DUCBA).

The Dominican University of California Business
Association Mission:

The Dominican University of California Business
Association (DUCBA) is an affinity group dedicated to
the advancement of business excellence, professional
development, and continuing education.  Serving
Dominican University and the greater San Francisco Bay
Area communities, DUCBA supports the Dominican
University of California mission through the promotion
and development of the skills and knowledge necessary to
live and work in an interdependent world.

We invite all students, faculty, and members of the
business community to participate in this exciting new
organization.

Chri stopher Leeds, Ph.D. MBA
Associate Professor & Director, Graduate Business
Programs



Dominican Alumni:   Building a Community Beyond the Campus
By: Julia A. Wong, Alumni Relations Director

In an effort to embrace our current students and alumni everywhere and to enhance their connections with each
other at all times, the Dominican University of California Alumni Association Board of Directors launched its
Òonline alumni communityÓ in January 2003.

Features of this password protected website, built with current and future alumni interests in mind, include:

! Online alumni directory with multi-criteria alumni search capabilities
! Career center for job postings
! Interactive event and reunion calendars with online registration and post event recap with photographs
! Individual class pages with class notes and photographs posted directly by alumni
! Alumni member discussion forum and surveys
! Secure online donations
! Alumni store featuring Dominican memorabilia
! Faculty directory with biographies and photographs
! Lost member directory

Because this is a password protected site for alumni and current student use only, one must first register to use
the site.  The process is quite simple and the turn-around time for registration is typically one business day.

Nearly 650 alumni and current students have registered on the site, including alumni from Australia, the
Philippines, Taiwan, Thailand, Japan, Panama, Peru, France, Italy, Germany, Spain, Switzerland, Iran and
throughout the United States.  Representatives from the Class of 1950 through the Class of 2007 have already
connected!  To join this dynamic community, go to http://alumni.dominican.edu
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In Spring 2004, DominicanÕs MBA
programs are offering a ten day executive
study abroad trip to Argentina and Chile
(March 5-14).

The original plans to visit Istanbul and
Cairo were postponed due to the
heightened tensions in Turkey and Egypt.

All Dominican faculty, staff, students and
alumni are welcome to join us on this
exciting life experience.  Buenos Aires and
Santiago offer a wealth of adventures.
Whether visiting a business, a museum, or
roaming the boulevards of the city, this
opportunity offers something for
everyone!

A Spanish class will be offered in January
for those wanting to brush up on their
language skill s before the trip.

The deadline to sign up is January 23rd.
For more information, contact Dr. Chris
Leeds at cleeds@dominican.edu

DUCBA NewsFlash:

! Chris Frye (M10) and wife Jaime, are the proud parents of baby
James, born 8lbs on September 22nd.

! Dr. Fred Frye and Chris Frye (M10) have opened CafŽ Florian,
located at the entrance of the Emeryville Public Market.

Spri ng 2004
Executive Study Tri p
to Argentina and Chile

MBA Strategic Leadership (M12) students begin fall program.  Shown
from bottom left:    Chad St. Claire, Amie Riede, Lisa Rogelstad, Gail
Smith, Negar Farrokhnia, Suzanne Belnas, Lorrie Crivello, Colin
Jensen, Deina Frausto, Edward Dorsaneo, Susan Powell, Joe Pluim,
Paul Lovette, Ken Smurdiak, and Nick Lynch.  Not pictured:  Gerald
Agcaoili, Art Criss, and Michael Gaines.


